A clinical trial of prostaglandin E2 to increase erythropoiesis in anemia of end stage renal disease. A preliminary report.
Prostaglandin E2 is known to stimulate erythropoiesis by different mechanisms. A clinical trial of prostaglandin E2 to stimulate erythropoiesis in four patients with anemia of end stage renal disease resulted in an increment in peripheral blood Burst Forming Units-Erythroid (BFU-E). This increase in erythroid progenitors returned to baseline with cessation of therapy. A significant increase in serum erythropoietin (EPO) activity was demonstrated in one patient and was noticeable in another. Side effects mainly consisted of local pain at the site of the infusion and vomiting.